
 
Introduction 

Cutaneous leishmaniosis is approved to be an endemic infection in 88 countries across the 
globe among which 90% of all the cases diagnosed with cutaneous leishmaniosis are living in 
following countries: Afghanistan, Algeria, Brazil, Iraq, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Syria and Peru (1). 
According to a report released in 2008 by World Health Organization (WHO), Iran has the 
largest number of the patients with cutaneous leishmaniosis in the Eastern Mediterranean 
Region (EMR). The incidence rate is estimated to be 100 patients per each 100000 Persons 
among Iranian population in which the Fars Province is considered to be the one with the most 
prevalence (3,4)   

 
Proof Read:  
Cutaneous leishmaniasis is regarded as an endemic infection in 88 countries across the globe. 
Among which, 90% of all the diagnosed cases of cutaneous leishmaniasis are living in the 
following countries: Afghanistan, Algeria, Brazil, Iraq, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Syria, and Peru (1). 
According to a report released in 2008 by the World Health Organization (WHO), Iran has the 
largest number of patients with cutaneous leishmaniasis in the Eastern Mediterranean Region 
(EMR). The estimated incidence rate is 100 patients per 100,000 persons among the Iranian 
population and Fars Province is considered to be one of the most prevalent areas (3, 4). 
 
 
 
 



 
Leishmaniosis is an endemic protozoan infection transmitted by bite of sandflies called 
Phlebotomus papatasi. Based on its geographical distribution, leishmaniosis is classified into 
two groups defined as Old World and New World cutaneous leishmaniosis (CL). The type of 
leishmaniosis endemic in Iran is also Old-World CL (OWCL) and is further divided into two sub-
groups of either anthroponotic, dry or urban leishmaniosis (UL) and zoonotic, wet or rural 
leishmaniosis (RL). The protozoa causing urban and rural cutaneous leishmaniosis are 
leishmania major (L. major) and leishmania tropica (L. tropica), respectively (6,7). 
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